AU^TUAL  iiL:PO?JT  far  1838 
of  the 

I'CCDICAL  OFPICJSn  of  liSALTH 
to  th© 

AYLSHAIi  DISTilICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  CIiairTTiari-j,  Ladies  and  Gontienien  of  the  AYLSHALf  TvTFAL 
LISTxUGT  COUHCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gont i©:;i.en,  , 

I beg  to  subnit  to  you  a report  on  t.^e  ncait.^  and 
sanitary  conditiori  of  your  district  for  the  yearlG^^T  " 


POFUlti-Ah OH  Basing  liiy  calculations  on  the  decrease  by  005  of 

the  population  in  th©  decennial  period  1331  - 1391,  I 
estiiuat©  the  population  in  the  niddle  of  1393  to  be 
1?,030. 

The  total  nuiiiber  of  births  during  the  year  was  456. 
Hales  237,  Fey/ml ©s  219. 

Tlio  birth-rate  stands  at  26.7  somewnat  lower  thari  last 
year. 

The  deaths  registoreu  nuiiibereO  290,  giving  a .'eatn 
rat©  of  17.02,  a few  points  higher  than  last  year,  when 
it  was  16.7.  It  is  quite  pos.sible,  howe^rer,  it  itay  ho 
found  at  the  next  census  that  th©  population  has  not 
continued  to  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  the  1381  - 
1891  decennial  period.  Should  this  prove  the  case  the 

actual  death  rate  would  be  sone  points  lower  than  shorn 
by  ray  calculations.  The  total  number  of  deatns  in  each 
of  the  last  three  years  shows  a somewhat  re.-narhabl©  uni- 
fomity.  in  1896  - 290,  1897  - 237,  and  in  1393  - 290 

I HF  Ah  T MOliTAL  I T Y ; Th©  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

was  31,  a proportion  of  21  per  cent  of  deaths  at  all 
ages,  and  giving  a death-rate  per  1000  births  of  133.77. 
Tliis  is  higher  than  last  year,  but  as  wall  be  seen  from 
the  statistical  tables  not  due  to  any  special  class  of 
disease,  but  must  be  attributed  to  causes  ever  assailing' 
infant  life,  which  have  so  often  been  alluded  to  in 
forruer  reports. 


■BliiTiIS!- 


ID  LATHS  • — 


OLD  AGH  HOB-'jALITY: - The  number  of  deaths  registered  at  over  35  was 
139,  that  Is  47,9  per  cent  of  total  deaths,  giving  an 
old  a..,e  mortality  of  8.16  per  1000  population.  This 
high  proportion  of  deaihs  in  advanced  life  must  not  be 
tahen  without  reserve  as  indicative  of  the  longevity  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  district.  It  must  be  re  lember- 
ed  that  in  rural  districts  the  avera/.!©  age  of  inhabitarits 
is  greater  than  it  is  iui  a tow^i,  owing  to  the  younger 
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■mooviSQ  cough 

The  district  “was  co'npo.rati'vely  free  from  these 
disease^,  and  no  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  tiiern. 
r-iis  is  the  second  year  that  the  district  has  snjoye'^. 


comparative  irnmunity  from  Measles, 
year,  however,  outhrea’-'s  at  Marsharn 
indications  of  the  re-appearance  of 


At  the  close  of  tne 
and  Colt:. shall  -avc 
this  malady. 


The  Inspector  reports  the  following  sanitary  worh 
carried  out  during  the  past  year, 

ITine  new  drains  have  hee-  laid.  Sixteen  new  pri 
vies  nave  been  erected  and  fcurtoon  have  been  altere*! 
end  repaired. 

Eighteen  wells  have  received  attention  inclaiin,. ; 
the  sinking  of  9 new  ones. 


IfATBR  SIJFFLY  ; 

Duriiig-  the  past  year  the  prolonged  drought,  result- 
irg"  in  the  partial  drying  up  of  loai'W  wells  in  toe  dis- 
tricii,  has  been  the  cause  of  much  trouble  an '1  i;ncn- 
veiiience  to  cottagers  and  others.  In  'my  instances 
no  supply  of  water  suitable  for  driimin;  purposes  was 
available  within  a co ■.sic: enable  distance  of  the  houses. 
On  the  other  haiid  a larger  nuiuber  of  wells  tha'.  u^'u^l 
havo  received  attention,  by  being  cleaned  out,  deepened 
or  fund  shed  with  now  vats.  hhen  the  sprii-gs  again 
rise  an  improve: aent  in  the  water  supply  will  result. 

In  reports  for  1396  axid  139?  I devbte'd  consid- 
erable space  to  til©  consideration  of  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  thos6  localities  in  your  district,  which,  fro 
the  crowdirig  together  of  houses,  approach  in.  character 
urban  di s t ri c t s . 

I have  shown  the  most  glaring  evil  to  be  the  accu- 
mulation of  li(juid  filth  in  cesspools  and  deep  privy 
bi:ns,  and  pointed  out  the  danger  of  pollution  of  soil 
and  wells  from  leakage  of  foul  matter.  To  emphasise 
:ny  previous  r©:rriarks  I need  only  ref*©r  to  the  two  fatal 
cases  of  Diphtheria  recorded  in  this  yearns  report, 
sho^m  to  be  due  to  the  pollution  of  a well  from  a deep 
privy  bin. 

The  exi s ten c e of  liquid  f i 1 1 n wi  iih i n t vv e.-: ly - T i ve 
yaicds  of  a house  or  well  ■'■lust  olwayn  oo.nsti tute  a cov.rce 
of  danger,  and.  should  be  regarded  per  se  a nuisance  and 
daiigerouE  to  j.calth.  The  pail  system  is  a sure  and 
certain  3afegua.rd,  but,  wuere  local  opposition  renders 
this  inpraotioable,  I would  suggest  that  surface  level 
privy  bins  should  replace  the  deep  and  dangei'ous  privy- 
pits,  wlaioh  are  at  present  almost  universal  in  your 
district. 


In  conclusion,  I desi.r®  to  congratulate  tiie  Council 
on  a year  remarkable  for  the  insignif icant  amount  of 
infectious  disease,  and  ai'.i  exceedingly  low  zymotic  death 
rat©.  There  remains j>  however,  the  danger  that  this 
very  satisfactory  state  of  the  public  health  at  the 
q-^resent  ti.m®  may  confirm  the  opinion  held  by  some  that 
the  iiylsham  Rural  District  enjoys  a peculiar  iiiWiunity 
which  renders  any  expenditure  for  the  improvoment  of  its 
sa:iitar3^  condition  an  unnecossaiy  oxtravaganoe. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
HEIIBERT  H.  BACK. 
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DlVllTmBlA  i 

oa60»  w©x*e  notified^  bu-i;  •obreo  -lous^a  only  -^ror© 
ooaodrfAft4.  I>;  /r.c  ln$t?wico,  v;.ierc  fssro  fatal  cac^os  oc- 
curred, t^;0  <’5  '~j.  U G 1'?  n i?  'i  1 i:  ;tinctly  traced  to  trie  ieal^?c 
of.  a deep  prlTy  bin  into  tbe  drindin;;  mter  well,  the 
luantitnti-r®  tLcaiysis  of  the  waccr  showln;:  it  to  be  of 
a mosit  '.lan;"'v-rou3  character,  ueces8itati::->d  a niew  well 
b0i.n,--  o'ank,  l^o  ’Spread  of  t-he  dlssas®  to  otfior  houceo 
resuitad  fr-xn  any  of  thono  out  ’roahe* 

SCAH^IIT  g- 

iW  in  r<iy  report  for  th©  previous  yo^or  I show  in  a tar/a- 
l-aw  i’orn  the  incidonce'o'f  tVds ’ di-.5ca2S  as  to  locality 
and  tine  of  year.  I asn  ■■lad  to  f-’O  able  to  report  tViat 
fewer  oa^es  have  beoa  notified,  suid  t:iat  no  d©at;;8  un'-o 
been  repiisitorod  as  duo  to  this  disease,  the  cases  bein'., 
as  a rule,  of  a niid  typ©*  '-‘f  the  ?l  notifioatior.s  1? 
wero  received  from  Ban-tin^n'-ysm  wTiero  the  diseas©  Wiis 
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